
 

The Parish Office is now open limited hours 
Tuesday and Thursdays from 10:00 to 2:00 PM.  
Please adhere to WA State Covid Guidelines. 
Masks are required. Additional time in the 
Convent Chapel is Available during these times. 
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Parish Contact Information 

Anointing of the Sick Anointing of the Sick is 
given to those preparing for surgery, the 
elderly, the ill, and the dying. In the event of an 
emergency call the Parish office. After hours 
emergency 253.922.4021. Thank you to Father 
Martin Bourke and the Priests in our area for 
their availability.  
 



 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - July 19, 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Grace and sin, belief and unbelief, good and evil all exist together. While we wrestle with these two dimensions of reality inwardly, 
they are also witnessed in the actions and words of others. Many, all too often, beat themselves up because of their sin. We are also   
all too quick to pass judgment on others whom we perceive to be in error and walking down a wrong path. God does not make rash 
judgments, nor should we. Patience is the order of the day as is an understanding that God is ultimately the caller of the shots. 
 
Our faith tells us that while God allows the wheat and the weeds to coexist, the wheat will always triumph. As long as we can cultivate 
even a little faith and a small measure of desire for God, He can produce abundant blessings and good things. Even when the weeds 
seem to have triumphed, there still may be a small measure of faith remaining that can be cultivated and grown. It doesn’t take much! 
Unless a person totally allows the weeds to reign, there is always to be found at least a small measure of faith, good, light, and love. 
With even this small portion, God can produce abundant growth.  
 
Admittedly, it is easy to give into the weeds, and they grow very quickly. Any gardener knows this to be true. Sometimes, the weeds 
even seem more attractive and vibrant. Dealing with weeds can quickly become a losing battle, and they can look healthier and grow 
faster than the very plants we are trying to protect. It’s easy to give into them and let them win. While God will deal with all things in 
due time, we are responsible for keeping things in check in the short term. It is our task to keep our eyes fixed on God’s presence and 
mercy. We are asked to avoid judgment. And, it is not our responsibility to deal with the weeds in someone else’s garden, only our 
own. One garden is enough responsibility for anyone. 
 
Weeds have power. We have to realize this. While they can appear attractive and healthy, they can quickly choke us off from God’s 
presence. Our task is one of maintenance and cultivating a desire for God. Even the smallest kernel of faith can grow into something 
wonderful. In God’s time, the eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have to worry about the weeds.  
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  WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
 

  CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 
 

  Fish on Friday 

 
Question:  
Why do Catholics eat fish on Friday?  
 

Answer: 
For centuries, meatless Fridays were the norm for Catholics throughout the world. Friday was chosen because that was the 
day on which Jesus died, and Christians wanted to find a way to honor that day with special prayers and acts of penance 
and self-denial. The practice of abstaining from meat on Fridays — under pain of sin — grew out of that desire, and it      
became an official part of Church teaching until the time of the Second Vatican Council.  
 
In the 1960s, there was a shift in the Church’s thinking, in large part because there was a recognition that differences in 
cultures and economic realities meant that eating or not eating meat had different meanings for different peoples. For   
example, in cultures that were largely dependent on seafood or a vegetarian diet, abstaining from meat was no sacrifice at 
all. While in other places, eating fish and other kinds of seafood was actually something rare and special and not a sacrifice. 
This was all part of a basic reflection on “why we do what we do” among the Church’s pastors.  
 
Today, Catholics throughout the world are still instructed to abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent. The bishops of some 
countries, such as in England and Wales, ask Catholics to abstain from meat every Friday, continuing the older tradition. 
The Bishops of the United States have taken a slightly different approach, encouraging Catholics to honor Friday as a special 
day by abstaining from meat every Friday or by taking on some other work of penance or charity for the sake of others.  
 
Regardless of what we choose to do, the real value in all of this is to see a reflection of Good Friday in each Friday, to       
remember the self-giving love of Jesus, and to honor that love through some sort of sacrifice or act of mercy.  
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Your gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal is 
still needed! Thank you to all who have 
responded to the needs of our Church in 
Western Washington through the 2020 
Annual Catholic Appeal. One person or parish 
could not possibly accomplish all that needs 

to be done for over 60 ministries and services of the Annual 
Catholic Appeal. It is not too late to return your pledge 
envelope if you haven’t already done so! Please fill out a 
pledge envelope today or donate online –Our follow up 
mailing will be going out this week! Visit our web site at 
holyrosarytacoma.org or 
 www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Stewardship/ACA/donate. 

Father Michael Raderamacher and  

Father Thomas Tran from All Saints continue to offer 

Masses for the following 

Saturday July 18th  †The people of the Parish 

Sunday July 19th  †Vinh Nguyen 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for the month  
of July 2020 

 

Our Families 
 

We pray that families may be accompanied 

with love, respect and guidance. 

Your Pastoral and Finance Council Council members are available to answer questions, or hear your thoughts. Please chat with one after Mass,            
or Email at HRCouncil@holyrosarytacoma.org Pastoral Council John Baker, Shelly Copeland, Cecilia Brasier, Tom Cornwall, Helen Talbo and             
Caren Smithlin Finance Council Dave Holmes and Ed Dugger 

For those in need of prayer: Mark Schindeldecker, Jon Wacker, Wilma Jean Foley, Vesna Ljubicic, Sally Daigneault, Michael McNally, Mary Jane Long, 
Gina Hygema, Robert Stanley, Warren Walters, Marilyn Nybeck, Charlene Oats, Patty Millier, Billie Moppin, Michelle Hartson, Paige Fulton, Gwendolyn 
Wicker, Margarette Sigette, Carmela Gatta, and for those whose suffering is known only to God.  

For those who have died: †Betty Cappa †Richard Bisbee †Richard Copeland †Charie Santiago †Judy Hussey †Richard John Keen †Mary Mazza †James 
Dempsey †Vickie Dudschus †Sandie Burns, †Wayne Hygema Sr., †Lydia Turner, †James McAdams, and †Father Michael Wagner Please Continue to 
pray for our Military, and all of the sick and homebound members of our community.  

WEEKLY CONTENT GUIDE 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 19, 2020 

 

First Reading: 
For your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things 
makes you lenient to all. (Wis 12:16) 
The Jewish sage speaks of God as master of all who judges us with 
clemency and governs us with leniency. What are some areas of your 
life that make you grateful for a merciful God?  
 

Psalm: 
Lord, you are good and forgiving. (Ps 86) 
 

Second Reading: 
And the one who searches hearts knows what is the intention of the 
Spirit, because it intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will. 
(Rom 8:27) 
Paul teaches the Christians in Rome that the Spirit helps us “to pray 
as we ought.” When do you find yourself most at prayer?  
 

Gospel: 
“‘Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I will say 
to the harvesters, “First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for 
burning; but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” (Mt 13:30b) 
We hear today a series of parables describing aspects of the kingdom 
of heaven: the parable of the weeds among the wheat, the parable of 
the mustard seed, and the parable of the yeast. What do you think 
makes Jesus’ parables such an effective method for teaching about 
the mystery of the kingdom of heaven?  
 

Observances for the week of July 19, 2020 
 

Sunday: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr 
Tuesday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Wednesday: St. Mary Magdalene 
Thursday: St. Bridget, Religious 
Friday:  St. Sharbel Makhlūf, Priest 
Saturday: St. James, Apostle 
Next Sunday: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

How to make a spiritual communion 

St. Teresa of Ávila wrote: “When you do not receive Communion and 

you do not attend Mass, you can make a spiritual communion, which 

is a most beneficial practice; by it the love of God will be greatly im-

pressed on you” (The Way of Perfection, Ch. 35). St. Thomas Aquinas 

defined spiritual communion as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in 

the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had already 

received Him.”  

To make an act of spiritual communion, follow these steps:  

1. If you are aware that you have committed mortal sins, make an 

act of perfect contrition. 

2. Imagine the sacred words and actions of the Mass, or watch 

them online or on TV. 

3. Sincerely express in your heart to God your desire to receive Our 

Lord truly present in the Eucharist. 

4. Recite this prayer of St. Alphonsus Liguori:  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most holy Eucharist.  
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come       
at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were   
already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you. Amen.  
5. Express in your heart your gratitude to God for the gift the Lord 

gave us in his body and blood offered for our salvation. 

YES, MASS WILL BE RETURNING SOON! 

Our Liturgical team is diligently working on getting all the details handled so we can open safely and efficiently! There are many guide-
lines and requirements in place, so it is taking a bit of extra time. If you are not a compromised individual, and are willing to be trained 
to help, please contact Laurie at parish@holyrosarytacoma.org.  

https://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Stewardship/ACA/donate.aspx



